
Visit www.ama-assn.org/go/healthcaretrends to 
access timely, relevant information on trends affecting the  
health care system. 

Produced by the American Medical Association (AMA) Council on Long Range Planning and 
Development, Health Care Trends, which is in the process of being updated, provides current information  
on issues in medicine affecting: 

	 • Patients	 • Physicians

	 • Hospitals and other health care facilities	 • Researchers

	 • Medical schools	 • Policymakers

Health Care Trends draws from an extensive review of professional, governmental and nongovernmental 
sources to present such topics as:

• �Factors affecting health economics, health care coverage, physician profiling, third-party payers, 
Medicare, Medicare Advantage, Medicaid and the potential impact of the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) on health care spending

• Public health infrastructure and its effect on patient access to care 

• �Patient expectations and perceptions and their effects on the patient-physician relationship  
and patient satisfaction

• �Demographics and health status of the U.S. population, including work force changes and  
health disparities

• Health care inequities and how social determinants influence them 

• Factors affecting health care resources, career satisfaction, work force and scope of practice 

• Medical education, including the future of the medical profession 

• Medical practice and quality, including patient safety, efficiency and patient outcomes

• Globalization, including medical tourism, national disasters and infectious disease

• ��Science and technology and their effects on medical records, medical practice and health care 
system efficiency and costs

• Trends in physician income, medical practice arrangements, managed care and patient care settings

To stay current on trends affecting the health care system, Health Care Trends 2010–2011 will be posted on 
the AMA website in segments throughout the year. 

Visit www.ama-assn.org/go/healthcaretrends to view the most recent sections today, and be sure to  
check back quarterly for updates!
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